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Dear Parents and Carers,
First of all, we hope you are all well. Welcome back to Spring 2! It is refreshing to see our
old friend – sunshine. Just like our staff song/dance that we have posted on Google
Classroom and Tapestry, in the words of the great band Five, we all hope that ‘better things
are coming our way!’
I’m sure you will be as pleased as we are that we will be welcoming all of our children back into school on Monday 8th
March, 2021. We cannot wait to see them again.
We understand that this is a change again for your children and yourselves, which may cause a few worries at first.
However, we are sure that they will once again return to school and enjoy being back learning with their friends (or
adapting to the changes for those children who have been in school during this lockdown).
Please reassure your children that it will be just like it was for the whole of the Autumn term; the majority of things
will just revert back to how they were before this lockdown. For example: the site layout and the one-way system;
where children line up; where they put their belongings in class; their classroom layout and
much more. We promote the importance of children ‘speaking out’ and sharing any worries. As
always, we will be here to support our children in their return.
The timings for children in Years 1- 6 remain the same for each class. For children in Nursery
and Reception there is a slight tweak for some groups. We are happy to continue any additional arrangements that
were in place for a small number of families with siblings during the Autumn term. All we ask is that you email to
confirm you still require these.

Class
Nursery
Reception A – Miss Callaly
Reception B – Mrs Petch
Year 1 – Miss Martin
Year 1/2 – Mrs Fowley
Year 2 – Mrs Sparkes
Year 3 – Mrs Baker-Robinson

Drop-off Time

Pick-up Time

8.45am – 8.55am

2.50pm – 3.00pm

Slight adjustment

8.45am – 8.55am
8.55am– 9.05am
9.00am – 9.10am
8.40am – 8.50am
8.50am – 9.00am
8.50am – 9.00am

2.50pm – 3.00pm
3.00pm – 3.10pm
3.10pm – 3.20pm
2.50pm – 3.00pm
3.00pm – 3.10pm
3.00pm – 3.10pm

Same as before
Slight adjustment
Same times as
before.

Year 3/4 – Mrs Miller
Year 4 – Miss Dowd
Year 5 – Miss Oglesby
Year 5/6 – Mrs Taylor
Year 6 – Mr Burmo

8.40am – 8.50am
9.00am – 9.10am
9.00am – 9.10am
8.50am – 9.00am
8.40am – 8.50am

2.50pm – 3.00pm
3.10pm – 3.20pm
3.10pm – 3.20pm
3.00pm – 3.10pm
2.50pm – 3.00pm

At Rothwell Primary we are passionate about supporting our
children to be confident readers and to develop a love of
reading. With next week being World Book Day and the final
week of remote learning before the children return, we will
make a few changes to our usual remote learning offer.
The official date for World Book Day is on Thursday, but we want
to celebrate this in our assembly on the Friday, so are having our
own celebration day on Friday 5th March.








Our remote learning offer for the final week:
The usual core aspects will be set on Google Classroom however; we will also have reading activities
incorporated into the week.
As we are about to come back together in our classes, we will change the live session schedule - rather than
separate check-in and guided reading sessions, they will be merged. We thought it would be great for the
children to come together as a class for a live session to check-in and take part in a Guided reading session,
with a focus on returning to school and supporting their wellbeing.
Next Friday (5th March), as part of our World Book celebrations, we are giving our children the option to
dress up as a book character for our Zoom assembly, if they wish to do so. They may decide not to dress up,
but to have their favourite book with them instead, or may just want to join as normal. All options are fine.
There is no pressure to dress up. For children who are in school, they can also wear their costume if they
choose to do so.
We will also be asking children to add a photo on Google Classroom of them reading their favourite book –
this can be in an unusual place, or maybe of them wearing their book character outfit - anything fun!
Our children will take part in a fun quiz ‘The Masked Reader’ on Friday, which should be good fun!

We will also be emailing out a book voucher for your child.
COVID Reminders
Please notify the school of any positive cases of COVID, even if your child is accessing remote learning and hasn't
been in school. We have been asked to add this information to a daily form which we return to the DfE. If your child
has not been in school for the last week, please title the subject ‘Positive case – remote learning’.
COVID update - children attending school:
As shared previously, the measures below still apply, however, I do need to stress the importance of parents socially
distancing and keeping 2m+ apart from each other, particularly at the end of the school day, when collecting
children. With the increased transmissibility of this disease, this is more important than ever.
●

PLEASE DO NOT send your child to school if they have any of the three main COVID symptoms.
o
o
o

A high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature).
A new continuous cough.
A loss or change to their sense of taste or smell.

●

If they have a positive result – please email us immediately with the subject named as POSITIVE TEST and a copy
of the confirmation, so we can review any action that may need taking to keep people safe. admin@rothwellpri.leeds.sch.uk

●

If your child has to isolate, they must stay at home. If they have siblings that need dropping off and you have noone who can support you with this, please contact the school office and we will work with you to find a solution.

●

Please email the results, even if it is a household member, before bringing your child back to school.

●

If you are outside, within 1 metre of another parent for 1 minute (with or without a mask) you would be classed
as a close contact if they were to have the virus. People are contagious from 2 days before they even have any
symptoms. This would mean you would have to isolate for 14 days if Test and Trace had to track close contacts.
Please try to maintain 2m+.

●

If your child shows any of the 3 symptoms, we have to contact you to ask you to isolate as a household and
anyone with symptoms must then access a test. This is the same for children across the country. As a parent
myself, I understand the difficulties and additional stress this may cause, but we have to do everything we can to
keep our school community as safe as possible.

●

Please follow the 1-way system at all times please.

●

Please try to ensure only 1 family member enters the school site to drop off or collect children, in order to
reduce unnecessary risks.

It was great to see so many children on our assembly this morning - they seem very excited at the thought of all
being back together with their class a week on Monday. I think it was clear that all of the children enjoyed seeing
their friends and enjoyed laughing as they watched the staff video. (Also posted on their Google Classroom or
Tapestry account).
Our superstars from today’s celebration assembly were:

Key Stage 1
Class 1: Madeleine H and
Isabella H
Class 1/2: Lealand R and
Charlotte A

Lower Key Stage 2

Upper Key Stage 2

Class 3: Izzy H and Oscar M

Class 5: Alice B and Mia M

Class 3/4: Alex B and Ollie F

Class 5/6: Isaac T and Izzie W

Class 4: Tristan WH and Arthur
W

Class 6: Marlie T and Benjamin
T

Class 2: Aaron J and Eric M
We recognise that so many of our children have done remarkably well with their home learning during this
lockdown. For children who have been consistently accessing the home learning, or have been completing learning
each day in school, we will be emailing a certificate today. When they return to school on the 8th March, they will
receive their certificate, printed with their name on it.

Home Learning Questionnaire
Thank you to everyone who completed the Home Learning Questionnaire that was sent out before half term – your
time and feedback is always welcome. The purpose of this was to gather feedback regarding the home learning offer
provided for children across school, celebrate the successes as well as gathering thoughts and ideas of how the offer
might further evolve if needed in the future. Figures shared below are based on feedback from parents/carers
representing 50% of our children in KS1/KS2 and the 46% of Reception children. Information below illustrates the
percentage that ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ with each question. Some of the feedback includes:







91% (KS1/KS2) and 100% (Rec) felt the home learning offer provided by school is of high quality.
94% (KS1/KS2) and 81% (Rec) engaged in home learning at least 3/4 days each week.
96% (KS1/KS2) and 95% (Rec) liked the flexibility/option to access and submit work at a time that best suits
the family circumstances.
96% (KS1/KS2) and 82% (Rec) agreed that their child felt safe within the live check-in (a further 18% of
Reception responses were neutral).
69% (KS1/KS2) and 69% (Rec) would like an afternoon each week where the task is not based on an on-screen
task.
94% (KS1/KS2) and 94% (Rec) felt that the communication regarding home learning and other information
has kept them well informed (All other responses were neutral).

When asked to list up to three elements of the home learning that had been successful, there were many. Some are
included here:











Varied, well-organised (KS1/KS2).
Live check-ins (KS1/KS2).
Mix of activities (P.E., Reading…) allow us to break up the screen time (KS1/KS2).
Quality and attention to detail…is testament to the commitment across the whole team at RPS (KS1/KS2).
Work set early so we can access it when ready (KS1/KS2).
Feedback from teachers…more detailed than last time (KS1/KS2).
Quick response to comments (KS1/KS2).
Assembly on a Friday – a lovely way to end the week (KS1/KS2).
Story time (Rec).
Nice balance of mixed activities based on engaging subject matter (Rec).

Some suggestions were also made to further improve our home learning offer:










More live sessions offered – but understand the difficulties with this (KS1/KS2).
One day a week all fun sessions (KS1/KS2).
Literacy topics are a little too long…maybe a week on each (KS1/KS2).
Daily short videos to be live (KS1/KS2).
If involved in a live session, children shouldn’t be expected to do as much of the other work (that day) (KS1/KS2).
…‘other’ tasks to be set at the start of the week…so a bit more could be done on less busy days (KS1/KS2).
Guidance on what a child’s ability should be…requirement for struggling children to avoid overload (KS1/KS2).
Phonics videos can be quite long…repetitive…loses engagement (Rec).
More sessions from the teacher who xxxx knows (Rec).

We will obviously reflect on all of the suggestions, not just those highlighted here, as we continue to evolve our
home learning offer. Once again, a huge thank you for all your contributions.

We also recognise that you all deserve a medal for the great support you have given your
children. Everyone has been doing their best! Great job.
Nearly there, just this next week, you can do it!
I would once again like to thank our amazing staff team who will now make changes to the
current systems and procedures in order to ensure a safe return when the school fully opens
on Monday 8th March 2021. Next week they will be supporting the high numbers of children
in school and at home, as well as organising and planning for the return of all of our children
the following week. Your continued appreciation and understanding is greatly appreciated over this next busy week.
Further information regarding the whole school return will be contained in our newsletter next week.
Leila Rothenburg
Headteacher

