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Dear Parents and Carers,  

We hope you are all making the most of the summer holidays, although it would be nice to see a little more of the 

sunshine that we had been promised. 

We have recently had updated guidance from the Department for Education and Leeds City Council. We have 

therefore updated our risk assessment and are now in a position to clarify a few pointers that you will hopefully find 

useful. As always, the decisions we have taken are to best keep our school community safe, whilst best supporting 

our children with their learning and wellbeing.  I have also included a few useful reminders shared in previous 

newsletters, for example, the start and finish times for the different key stages. 

Useful questions: 

Where shall I enter the school grounds? Is the one way system still in place? 

We will continue to have a ‘looser’ 1 way system in place, as there will be a greater number of parents/children on 

site.  

The main school entrance will remain a 1 way entrance for children in Nursery, KS1 and KS2. To exit the site we 

would ask you to exit via the end of the building, near Class 2, and out through the delivery gate – same as last year.  

For children in Reception Class, please enter via the EYFS main gate and exit through this same gate. 

The pedestrian gate from Carlton Lane will be used to enter and leave the site. 

We understand that parents/carers may want to go back to the car park or the exit gate on Carlton Lane from the 

main playground; this is fine to do. We would just ask that you walk back along the edge of the field, so you are not 

bumping into other children/parents. 

Do adults need to wear face masks whilst on the school grounds? 

With the changes in government guidance, face masks do not need to be worn outside, unless you wish to do so. 

However, we ask that all parents/carers remain behind the coned area and ensure there is at least 2m distance from 

staff.  Please try to not congregate in the school grounds or on the paths just outside school.  Please help to reduce 

the number of people on site by leaving the school site as soon as possible.  

What do I do if my child has COVID symptoms? 

If your child has any of the following symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 



 

 

 

They must isolate and have a PCR test. Please do not send your child to school if they have any of the above 

symptoms, this could increase the spread of the virus. As per the guidance, children who display symptoms will be 

sent home to take a PCR test. 

If my child tests positive do they still need to isolate? 

The rules are the same if your child tests positive for COVID-19, they must isolate.  

When we return in September, if your child tests positive, please email us to inform us:   

admin@rothwell-pri.leeds.sch.uk 

Does my child need to isolate if they are a close contact with a positive case? 

No, there have been several changes regarding being in close contact with a positive case.  

Extract from the DFE guidance regarding close contacts. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close 
contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

 they are fully vaccinated 

 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 

I want to carry out the optional LFT at home, where can I order them from? 

If you are wanting home testing Lateral Flow Tests, these are available at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-

symptoms/ 

What time will school start and finish? 

As we shared last term, the timings of the school day are as follows: 

  Start times  Finishing times – 
please collect 
promptly at 

Nursery  8.40am  3pm  

Reception  8.40am-
8.50am  

3pm  

KS1  8.45am-
8.55am  

3.05pm  

Lower KS2  8.45am-
8.55am  

3.05pm  

Upper KS2  8.45am-
8.55am  

3.05pm  

 

Please note – in the morning, the doors will close promptly at the end of the 10 minute window. Any child arriving 

after this time will be recorded as being ‘late’ and have to enter school through the main entrance.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/


 

 

Where possible, we would advise your children to walk to school, as this is not only good exercise but it also reduces 

the number of cars on and around the school site. Children are able to scoot or ride their bikes to school - please 

secure them near the main school entrance in the bike rack. (We recommend locking these up as we take no 

responsibility for bikes/scooters parked there.) Where walking or scooting are not possible options, please ensure 

you drive slowly and carefully, parking respectfully with consideration for local residents. If you are driving, please 

allow additional time for parking, to ensure your child is not arriving late outside of their ten minute window. If using 

the disabled parking area, please ensure that blue badges are clearly visible – please do not use these spaces if you 

do not have a blue badge. 

Will the children need to line up when they arrive at school? 

Children in KS1 and KS2 will line up on the small dots outside their classroom and will be asked to sanitise their hands 

on the way in. For children in Nursery and Reception, please line up along the 2m lines.  

Why is it important to drop my child off and leave the school site promptly? 

As the number of positive cases remains high, it is still important to reduce the possibility of transmission. We 

therefore ask whoever is dropping the children in school to leave the school site once they have done so. This is also 

important at the end of the day - please leave the school site as soon as you have collected your children. 

Why do children need to stay with their adults at the end of the school day? 

We understand that you may have younger children and be waiting to collect older siblings. If this is the case, please 

ensure your child/children remain with you whilst waiting for their siblings. Please do not allow them to run onto the 

field area or to use any of the Trim Trail equipment. This is another measure to reduce possible transmission and is 

also important in terms of safeguarding during a very busy time of day. 

On PE days, can my child wear their PE kit to school? 

For the first week back, your child will just need to come to school in their school uniform; we will then inform you of 

your child’s PE days for the second week back. On your child’s PE days, please send your child to school in their 

outdoor PE kit as this measure helps to reduce possible COVID transmission. This is likely to remain in place for this 

first term at least. Please ensure your child has their outdoor PE kit – as it may be cold outside during the sessions 

and at break/lunchtimes. We will also be having ‘Run for Fun’ sessions at least 2 days during the week in addition to 

PE sessions. 

What do I need to do if I want to contact the office? 

During term time, please email the school office on admin@rothwell-pri.leeds.sch.uk or call the office between 

8:30am and 3:10pm. As always, our wonderful team will support you. Please be kind to them as they do a wonderful 

job and are always extremely busy. 

What does my child need to bring to school? Do they need a bag? 

The space in the cloakrooms is extremely limited. We would therefore ask your child to bring their labelled water 

bottle (containing water only please) and a warm coat (as the weather changes quickly). They do not need to bring a 

bag or a pencil case. All stationary will be provided within school. 

When you child is bringing home reading books, they can also bring a book bag or a plastic wallet containing the 

book. (These will be collected in a box once again). 

Will my child be able to play with their friends in the other class in the same year group? 

Children in Nursery and Reception classes will continue to play with their friends in their year group. Children in KS1 

and KS2 will be able to play with children in their phase outside. 
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When will Kidz Club (before and after school club) start? 

Kidz Club will open on Tuesday 7th September for those children who have booked a place. Entrance is through the 

EYFS main gate to the back of the school hall. Please use the EYFS/KS1 door or the KS2 door – depending on the age 

of your child (same as last year). 

This will operate in a similar way to the last academic year. For more information please contact the School Office. 

What is the lunchtime menu? 

The lunchtime menu was emailed out at the end of last term and can also be found on the school website. 

If my child wants to change between packed lunches and dinners each day, is this ok? 

In order to make sure the kitchen staff order the correct amount of food in advance, we ask for a least two weeks’ 

notice if you wish for your child to change between packed lunches and school lunches.  

With over 360 children in school, we ask that you do not swap and change each day, unless there is a medical or 

SEND need.  

What about chocolate and crisps in packed lunches? 

We advocate a healthy packed lunch policy and ask for your support with this. We ask for no chocolate to be brought 

into school for packed lunches (children having school dinners do not have chocolate either) so this makes it fair. 

We also ask that crisps are only brought into school on our Friday treat day. See our school website for more 

information about our healthy packed lunches. 

 

 

 

The majority of our children were able to take part in transition last term - we hope that this has helped to set their 

mind at rest. For those who have not visited their new class, I’m sure they will settle well. 

Enjoy the rest of the holidays. We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 7th September, hopefully ready for a 

calmer year ahead! 

 

Many thanks, 

Leila Rothenburg 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 


