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Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been great to see the children being so excited to take their new reading scheme and new library 

books home to enjoy sharing with yourselves. It has also been lovely to see that so many of you are reading 

at home with your children for at least 3 or 4 times a week. We know that regular reading makes a 

difference not only to your child’s confidence and fluency in reading, but it also helps with their vocabulary. 

Please see the information below from the English Hub - it really emphasises the power of reading 

regularly. 

Just to be clear, we recognise 20 minutes per day may be too much for some children/families. It is more to 

highlight that every time you read with your child, it does make a huge difference and gives them the best 

chance. Everything you can do to support your child with their own reading, as well as sharing and 

discussing a good book together to promote a love of reading, are all extremely valuable for your child/ren. 

We know that children being confident at early reading in EYFS and KS1 is crucial, as it is the gateway to the 

curriculum in KS2 and beyond.  

 

We are in the process of implementing our new phonics programme, which is very exciting. We are really 

confident that this will only strengthen the quality of our early reading in school. Next half term we will be 

holding phonics/early reading sessions for parents/carers in Reception and Year 1.  

We will also be holding parent consultations via the video platform we used last time; more information to 

follow on this. 



 

 

 

Next Friday is our last day of the half-term and will be a non-uniform day in school. Children can wear their 

own clothes to school and we ask for a voluntary contribution of £1. They can place their £1 into the class 

bucket as they enter their classroom. We will also have a raffle; children will be able to purchase tickets for 

50p each. If your child wants to purchase any raffle tickets on Friday, please send this money in a separate 

envelope with your child’s name on it.  

COVID-19 Update 

We are really pleased to report that we have had no new positive COVID cases this week.  Fingers crossed 

for more of the same next week. As mentioned previously, if there is a positive case in your child’s phase, 

we have informed parents/carers with children in the relevant phase, via email during the week. 

We would like to thank you for working with us and ensuring children with symptoms are booked straight 

in for a PCR test. This has helped us to reduce the risk of transmission for children, staff and the wider 

school community.  

We understand that no-one wants their child to miss school, but it is better for them to miss one school 

day and keep the school community safe. If in doubt, please be cautious and take them for a PCR test. 

The 3 main symptoms: 

⇨ a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

⇨ a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

⇨ a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests and PCR tests. 

As I have mentioned previously; Leeds Health, Safety and Well-being Team have confirmed that lateral flow 

testing cannot be used as evidence for your child if they are showing Covid symptoms. Children with 

symptoms MUST undertake a PCR as this is more accurate and analysed in a lab. Lateral flow tests are to be 

used twice a week as a screening tool only to detect cases where there are no symptoms.  

Levels across Leeds are high and it is essential to go for a PCR test if your child is showing symptoms, NOT a 

lateral flow test.  

Thank you so much for following this guidance - you have been so supportive, which really helps us all. 

Please also help by doing the following: 

⧫  Follow the one-way system (please do not send your children into school through the exit delivery 

gate). 

⧫  Inform us as soon as possible if you have a positive test result. admin@rothwell-pri.leeds.sch.uk  

⧫  Try to keep your distance from other families where possible. 

⧫  Keep your children with you at the end of the school day, they should not be away on the field. 

 

mailto:admin@rothwell-pri.leeds.sch.uk


 

 

Some exciting events in Lower Key Stage 2 this week... 

Hattie from Elite Kids Coaching has been doing an amazing job teaching Class 3-4 and Class 4 a great 

dance routine (with Mrs Miller repeating these lessons for Class 3). See Facebook for a whole phase 

demonstration of this, where even the rain didn’t stop us from getting together to perform! Click the 

link above if your child wants to try out the great holiday camps they offer. 

Lower Key Stage 2 – ‘Better when ‘we’re’ dancin…’ 

⧫  

⧫  

Phase 3/4 - Did your child smell a bit fishy on Wednesday? Historians and scientists at work! 

Apologies, but yes, we mummified fish! Yes, real, raw fish (eyes and everything)! This is part of our topic on 

Ancient Egypt. This lesson involved lots of teamwork, following instructions (without teacher input 

meaning they had to work together to follow each step) and for many – a lot of bravery in handling the 

fish! This event was only possible due to the generosity of Hooked Fresh and Frozen Fish and Seafood in 

Castleford Market. They sourced and prepared the fish for us and their customer service was second to 

none, putting the fish on ice for transportation and vacuum packing it. It was a great activity and has 

created many exciting 

discussions as well as provoking 

many questions. 

The children will now be 

completing instructional writing 

on this exciting event and a few 

chosen pieces will be published 

on our Phase Pages on the 

website, which will be updated 

shortly. 

https://www.elitekidscoaching.com/holiday-camps/
https://www.facebook.com/Hooked-Fresh-And-Frozen-Fish-And-Seafood-996401460536150
https://www.facebook.com/Hooked-Fresh-And-Frozen-Fish-And-Seafood-996401460536150


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Superstars! 

Today we celebrated the great work of our incredible children across school, with children being chosen 

from their class to receive the certificate of achievement. As always, they were chosen for a whole host of 

reasons, many of which were linked to our REACH values. Children have been Achieving and working hard 

to improve in their learning for a range of areas of our curriculum, Collaborating and working with others, 

being Respectful, thoughtful and kind to each other, helping each other to have a Healthy mind so that 

they Enjoy being in school and feel part of the RPS team. #Proud #Be the best you can be! 

Lower Key Stage 2 

Class 3: Ethan L 

Class 3/4: Mia A 

Class 4: jack J 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 

Class 5: Rowan C 

Class 5/6: Noah S 

Class 6: Benjamin T 

 

 

Early Years 

Nursery: Alexa W, Clay R 

Reception: Max, Jack W 

Key Stage 1 

Class 1: Elliott B 

Class 1/2: Deacon M 

Class 2: Oliver W 

 



 

 

 
 
Have a great weekend. Thanks again for your positivity and support; it really does makes a difference to 
staff well-being and the well-being of our children. 
 
Leila Rothenburg 
Headteacher 

Tuesday 7th December


