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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Well it has definitely been an eventful seven weeks! Due to numerous reasons, this half term has been one 

of the most challenging yet, especially with the additional challenges that COVID has brought to school. 

Saying that, I find it helpful to take a moment to reflect and recognise the many great things that we have 

all achieved together (like we are always asking our children to do).  

The children have had a successful half term in their new classes, coming to school on time and adjusting to 

the changes well. They are building their friendships as well as enjoying their learning, which is enabling 

them to achieve their targets. Our library and new phonics books are already making a huge difference. It is 

lovely to see the children so excited to go into the library and choose a new book. We have also had 

numerous sports clubs at lunchtime and after school, as well as completing our ‘Run for fun.’  

The children have embraced the use of the colours for 

Zones of Regulation. We can already see 

how this is enabling children to recognise 

and use these colours to help them 

express their emotions and how to 

regulate them - aiming to be in the green 

zone. Over the year we will continue to 

help our children to develop their self-regulation skills and 

toolkit of strategies to use when they are in the different 

zones. Over the holidays, it would be great if you could try 

to use the colours to help them to identify how they are feeling and discuss ideas to move back into the 

green zone. It is important for children to know that the other zones are not ‘bad’ as we all have times 

when we may be in these zones. The key is to recognise the zone we are in and how we can regulate 

ourselves back into the green zone.  

We have introduced our new phonics 

programme and a new spelling 

programme, as well a new approach to 

teaching multiplication tables – well done 

to our wonderful staff team for their 

commitment to always wanting to 

improve themselves and each other to be the best they can be; role modelling to our children that we are 

all learners. Leaders have been busy reading the latest evidence based research for their subject, creating 

their Implementation Plans. This week our subject leaders have presented to our governors, sharing their 

key successes from last year, their implementation plans and intended outcomes for this term. We would 

like to thank our committed governors for giving up their time to attend these meetings, listening to 

subject leaders and asking insightful questions. A great job by our subject leaders who are using the 



 

 

evidence based research to drive the curriculum standards within their subject. 

 As a healthy school, we ask you to ensure that your child brings WATER ONLY 

in their water bottle. We have had a few children bringing juice into school - 

this is not helpful in many regards: supporting learning behaviour, promoting a 

feeling of fairness between our children and it also shows the children that it is 

ok not ot follow the rules. PLEASE work with us. If your child has a medical 

reason for this, we would expect Mrs Bown to be made aware of this so she is 

able to decide whether a care plan is needed to help support your child’s 

needs. 

 

COVID-19 Update 

As is the same nationally and locally, we have had 5 positive cases in school this week.  

Please continue to help us to reduce the risk of transmission for children, staff and the wider school 

community, especially after half term when we return. We understand that no-one wants their child to 

miss school, but it is better for them to miss one school day and keep the school community safe.  

If in doubt, please be cautious and take them for a PCR test and we would advise for them to isolate whilst 

awaiting their result. 

The 3 main symptoms: 

⇨ a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

⇨ a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

⇨ a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests and PCR tests. 

As I have mentioned previously; Leeds Health, Safety and Well-being Team have confirmed that lateral flow 

testing cannot be used as evidence for your child if they are showing COVID symptoms. Children with 

symptoms MUST undertake a PCR as this is more accurate and analysed in a lab. Lateral flow tests are to be 

used twice a week as a screening tool only to detect cases where there are no symptoms.  

Levels across Leeds are high and it is essential to go for a PCR test if your child is showing symptoms, NOT a 

lateral flow test.  

Thank you so much for following this guidance - you have been so supportive, which really helps us all. 

During the holidays, please continue to notify us via email if your child has a positive PCR test. 

 

Today the children enjoyed the non-uniform day and raffle. Thanks you for your support, as staggering 

£458.50 has been raised by our school community. Great job! 

 



 

 

 

 

Today’s Superstars! 

Today we celebrated the incredible achievements of our wonderful children in our assembly, with children 

being chosen from their class to receive the certificate of achievement. As 

always, they were chosen for a whole host of reasons, many of which were 

linked to our REACH values. Children have been RESPECTFUL to each other 

and the staff team, ACHIEVING by focusing on smaller steps/targets to 

improve their learning in a range of areas of our curriculum, working 

together and COLLABARATING in a thoughtful and kind to each other, 

helping each other to have a HEALTHY mind so that they ENJOY being in 

school and feel part of the RPS team. #Proud #Be the best you can be!   

Today we also had a visit from Mr Faulkner who is an Assistant Headteacher from 

Royds Academy. During the recent year 5 open evenings, the children had to complete 

various activities. One of our children was one of the lucky winners and was happy to 

receive his £50 

gift voucher 

from Mr 

Faulkner.  

 
 

We are lucky to have such supportive parents and carers.  
Thanks again for your positivity and support; as I said last week, it really 
does makes a difference to staff well-being and the well-being of our 
children. Have a great half term. 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 

Class 3: Elouise T 

Class 3/4: Quinn N 

Class 4: Max S 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 

Class 5: Ruby R 

Class 5/6: Ava W 

Class 6: Summer D 

 

 

Early Years 

Nursery: Joel B and Siddhant N 

Reception: Luke H, Jack M 

Key Stage 1 

Class 1: Lily A 

Class 1/2: Martha M 

Class 2: Amelia B 

 



 

 

                                                                   Leila Rothenburg 
                                                                   Headteacher 

Tuesday 7th December


