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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I’d like to start this week’s newsletter with huge thank you to all of our support staff. They do an amazing 

job every week but they have again gone ‘above and beyond’ ensuring that we have been able to continue 

to provide high quality teaching throughout school in what has been a challenging few weeks. Your 

flexibility, commitment and teamwork has been a real strength and you should all be extremely proud of 

the work you have done, and continue to keep doing. Thank you! 

As a school we pride ourselves on our school curriculum. Subject leaders 

have worked hard over this last 18 months to build and design a 

curriculum which incorporates many features of cognitive science 

research. This includes building children’s long-term memory in order to 

help them build deeper, connected knowledge and skills within each 

subject. As part of our PSHE and Healthy Schools area of the curriculum, 

we already build a great deal of focus upon the importance of supporting children’s well-being, 

incorporating strategies for them to use to develop good mental health. We use the Leeds scheme – PSHE 

and Me – and explicitly teach Mindmate sessions and other aspects specific to each phase to ensure 

progression. As this week is World Mental Health Week, we thought it was another opportunity to develop 

the children’s understanding and toolbox of strategies to support this vital area, and give them an 

opportunity to incorporate our Zones of Regulation, identifying and discussing our feelings and emotions 

around various areas. Today the children were able to come to school dressed in rainbow colours and take 

part in focused sessions to develop their understanding of this vital area. We will be adding photos to our 

Facebook page shortly. Thank you to our School Council for organising this important event and thank you 

for your donations of £224 which will go to the Leeds Community healthcare NHS charity. Please ask your 

child about the ‘Zones of Regulation’ and what they have been learning about today.  

 



 

 

Also this week in one of our assemblies, Mrs Baker-Robinson (one of 

our science leaders) helped the school celebrate World Space Week. 

It always runs from 4th October to coincide with the anniversary of 

the launch of Sputnik 1, the first artificial satellite. The theme this 

year was 'Women in Space.' The assembly looked at the 

achievements within the space industry and focused on some 

women pioneers such as Valentina Tereshkova and Helen Sharman.  

KS1 and KS2 took part in a live lesson hosted by BBC Teach and Professor Brian Cox. We discovered how 

the moon got its craters and how space tech influences our lives every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Update 

As is the same in many schools currently we have been notified of COVID cases in KS1 and KS2. In total we 

have had 3 positive cases this week. It is important to keep this in context - this is in a school with over 400 

people (children and staff). If there has been a positive case in your child’s phase, we have informed 

parents/carers with children in the relevant phase, via email during the week. 

Even though we have had multiple reminders about the COVID symptoms, we are still having parents 

bringing children to school with COVID symptoms. This is putting staff and children at risk. Please help us 

to reduce the risk of transmission for children, staff and the wider school community. We understand that 

no-one wants their child to miss school, but it is better for them to miss one school day and keep the 

school community safe. If in doubt, please be cautious and take them for a PCR test. 

The 3 main symptoms: 

⇨ a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

⇨ a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 



 

 

⇨ a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests and PCR tests. 

We have had confirmation from the Health, Safety, and Tell-being team that lateral flow testing cannot be 

used as evidence for your child if they are showing Covid symptoms. Children with symptoms MUST 

undertake a PCR as this is more accurate and analysed in a lab. Lateral flow tests are to be used twice a 

week as a screening tool only to detect cases where there are no symptoms.  

Levels across Leeds are high and it is essential to go for a PCR test if your child is showing symptoms, NOT a 

lateral flow test.  

Please be clear, if children are sent to school with symptoms, we will send them home to isolate and have a 

PCR test. If we do have to contact you regarding your child developing symptoms, we understand this may 

be a great inconvenience, however PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL TO OUR WONDERFUL STAFF, as they are 

following the guidance and are trying to keep our school community safe.  

Thank you so much for following this guidance - you have been so supportive, which really helps us all. 

Please also help by doing the following: 

⧫  Follow the one-way system (please do not send your children into school through the exit delivery 

gate). 

⧫  Inform us as soon as possible if you have a positive test result. admin@rothwell-pri.leeds.sch.uk  

⧫  Try to keep your distance from other families where possible. 

⧫  Keep your children with you at the end of the school day, they should not be away on the field. 

Celebration superstars this week 

Today we celebrated our wonderful children who were chosen from their class to receive the certificate of 

achievement. There were a whole host of reasons why the children were chosen – many of which were 

linked to our REACH values. Children were Achieving and working hard to improve in their learning for a 

range of areas of our curriculum, collaborating and working with others, being thoughtful and kind to each 

other so that they Enjoy being in school and feel part of the RPS team. #Proud #Be the best you can be! 

Lower Key Stage 2 

Class 3: Max E 

Class 3/4: Frankie D 

Class 4: Harry J 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 

Class 5:Freddie G 

Class 5/6: Simona J 

Class 6: Millie W 

 

 

Early Years 

Nursery: Freya G, Skylar G 

 

Key Stage 1 

Class 1: Poppy B 

Class 1/2: Lucian H 

Class 2: Jack H 
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Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Leila Rothenburg 
Headteacher 


