Rothwell Primary School, Headteacher: Mrs Leila Rothenburg

Carlton Lane,

Rothwell Tel: 0113 3862570
Leeds Email: admin@rothwell-pri.leeds.sch.uk
LS26 0DJ Website: www.rothwellprimary.co.uk

Friday 1% December 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

Well winter has definitely arrived! With the cold and crisp mornings upon us, please ensure the children have named
hats, gloves and scarves as they will be playing outside at breaks and lunch times and this week it has been extra-
cold.

One of the highlights of the week has been Danny Gough and cameraman Marcus coming into school on Tuesday to
record the new, updated video for our school song. We recorded so many aspects of our children throughout school
and it was wonderful to see so many eager and so confident to be part of making the video to our school anthem. It
was a super-busy day and we have captured so much - we can’t wait to see the new video once it has been created.
The next stage will take place on Monday with the re-recording of the vocals - the lyrics will remain the same, but it

will be re-recorded by our current children, which will be wonderful.

A reminder that next Friday (8" December) will be our staff training day, so school will be closed for children. There
will be a short newsletter next week which will be sent out on Thursday 7™ December.

Cooking
This week, Key Stage One have participated in cooking sessions with members of our

wonderful kitchen team: Mrs Smith and Mrs Makepeace. The children learnt how to
boil an egg and embedded their skills of ‘spreading’ butter onto toast. As part of this,
the children learnt some fun egg facts. The children are already excited about their
next session. Thank you to our wonderful cooks for giving up their time to help our
children.

Reception’s Rothwell Pasture walk

On Wednesday 29th November,
the children in Reception enjoyed
a walk around Rothwell to observe
the seasonal changes. Although it
is Autumn, the children spotted
some signs of both autumn and of
winter. They also applied some of
their geography learning by
spotting some of our key
landmarks in Rothwell such as the
Trinity Church and the Fire-station.
They particularly loved walking over bridges on the pastures, role playing “The Three Billy Goats Gruff” which was
our focus story in literacy this week!

Thank you again to our amazing parent helpers for making this possible!
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Our Eco-committee Need Your help!

As part of our focus on global citizenship, the committee wanted to try and give back to our community. They have
decided to partner with Ladybirds Day Nursery and support the local charity, 'The Clothing Bank.' You can help by
bringing in any pre-loved clothing (adults or children) before the 11%°f December. We will also be collecting new
outfits and pyjamas for children to allow them to have a special surprise for Christmas day. There will be a container
outside of the school office for pre-loved items and any new outfits/PJs. Thank you for any donations.

More information about the charity can be found here. https://theclothingbank.org.uk/Menu/Ourstory Thank you.

Geography Focus Day!

This week, all classes took part in a Geography focus day to promote an
understanding of the world we live in and to develop an understanding of the
different cultures, beliefs, and traditions of other countries. Each phase was
assigned a country to study and over the course of the day, the children learnt to
locate their country using a map or atlas, cook a traditional dish relating to their
country, learn how to speak or sing in the nation’s language, and even perform a
traditional dance! Reception children studied Poland, Key Stage 1 journeyed to
Germany, Lower Key Stage 2 to Spain and Upper Key Stage 2 to Italy! A great day
was had by all.

Geography Day in UKS2

Upper Key Stage 2 took part in a Geography focus day linked to the
European country of Italy. Over the course of the day, the children
developed their knowledge of the location of the country as well as
making traditional Italian food. We even had a go at creating a piece
of artwork inspired by Michelangelo before testing our knowledge of
the Italian language.

All this learning about the different countries by children in KS1/KS2 was shared as children from each phase mixed
and visited other classes to share their learning. Next week, children in Reception will share their learning and learn
from the other children too. Thanks to Mr Burmo and Mrs Baker-Robinson for organising this great event.

Healthy Living

Last week our Healthy Living Ambassadors across school
came together for our first meeting. They shared some
of their goals and some of the changes we wanted to
make towards building a healthier school community.
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https://theclothingbank.org.uk/Menu/Ourstory

The children have designed their very own badge so they can be
identified around school. They also collaborated to create a healthy
living award that will be given out in our assemblies. We know how
important it is to help our children to develop healthy life habits and
they are keen to make a difference in their role.

This week we are looking for children creating healthy, colourful
plates of food. This can be either within their packed lunch or by
visiting the salad bar. One area the children have identified as
something to develop is a relaunch of encouraging children to have
healthy packed lunches. They will be sharing more about this over the
coming weeks. It is great to have our children involved in making in a
difference. Thank you to Miss Robinson for supporting this group.

Healthy Living Ambassadors’ Award

L}
Healthy Body Healthy Mind ) B

Roman Invasion!

On Wednesday, Year 3 and Year 4 visited the Royal Armouries as
part of their history topic - The Romans. The children took part in
historical workshops, discovering how Queen Boudicca led the Iceni
tribe to revolt against the Roman conquest, as well as learning what
it takes to be a soldier in the Roman Army. The children learnt
many interesting facts and even got to handle numerous weapons
and wear official Iceni war paint - 'woad'. The children were great
ambassadors for our school and returned with lots of enthusiasm
for History!

‘ Golden Assembly Superstars!
Congratulations to our wonderful children who were
chosen to receive their awards in assembly this morning.
They were selected for a whole host of reasons — these
included fantastic effort in their work; showing our RPS
values; being kind and helping other, being positive and
taking responsibility for their learning. It was great to see
so many parents and family members who joined us to
celebrate their child’s achievements.
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Attendance Matters

Attendance for the year so far:
96.2%

Attendance for WE 24.11.2023

Reception Class 1 97.3%
Miss Robinson
Reception Class 2 98.2%
Mrs Petch
Class 1
Class 1/2 98.6%
Class 2 92.4%
Class 3 99.3%
Class 3/4 97.3%
Class 4 98%
Class 5 98.3%
Class 5/6 100%
Class 6 98.7%

Congratulations!

Well done to Mr Brough’s Class for being the attendance champions with a
staggering 100%. They enjoyed receiving their trophy! Great job Classes
Reception 1, Class % and Class 2 for all achieving over 97% and earning
yourselves your certificate. 7 out off 11 classes reached or exceeded the 97%
attendance target! Well done!

All classes are keen to exceed 97% attendance for their class and house so
they can learn more and enjoy more rewards. For every 3 certificates a class
wins, there is an extra break on the Trim Trail — which all children love doing.

Green —97% and above
—95%-96.9%
93%- 94.9%
Red — Below 93%

It is great that so many children are wearing their attendance badges each
day for school. The certificates and badges for 100% attendance last half
term were given out this week. Our children are ‘keen to be green’ for their
attendance and all children who are still green towards the end of the year
will be invited to an attendance celebration event, which will be great fun!

Due to the training day next Friday, the deadline for the Pinnacle Christmas Card Competition is now Monday 11t
December. Please return entrees to school with your child’s name and class.

Thank you for your support as always.
Have a wonderful weekend.

Leila Rothenburg
Headteacher
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Dates for Your Diary

Any new information.

Dates

Event/Activity
Anything new is in red.

Friday 8" December

Training day — school closed to children.

Tuesday 12" December

KS1 - Celebration Day for History topic. Children to wear red, white, and blue.

Wednesday 13" December

KS2 — Christmas concert at Holy Trinity Church 5.15pm children to wear school uniform.
They can wear tinsel or Christmas themed headwear if they wish.

Thursday 14" December

No Year 3 & 4 music club due to KS2 Christmas performance at church on Wednesday
13t

Thursday 14" December

KS1 Music club extra rehearsal until 4.15pm

Friday 15" December

KS1 Music club concert 3.45pm-4.15pm

Friday 15" December

Reception class — Polar Express day (Separate letter to follow).

Tuesday 19" December

Reception Nativity performance —9.30am.

Thursday 21°* December

KS1 Christmas concert —9.30am and 2.15pm (more information to follow)

Children who would like to buy tickets for the Christmas Raffle to bring their money
into school today. Tickets are £1 each.

Friday 22" December

Whole school Christmas dinner and jumper day — £1 Donation
Christmas Raffle Draw in assembly.
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