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Welcome to our Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) information report.  
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
At Rothwell Primary School we aim to: 
 

• Provide every child with a broad and balanced curriculum to meet their individual needs 

• To raise the aspirations and expectations of all children with SEND. 

• Promote independence, awareness and understanding for others.  

• Provide children with the skills and attributes necessary for school life and beyond.  

• To ensure that children have the tool to identify and regulate their own emotions.  
 
Our objectives are: 
 

• To identify special educational needs at the earliest opportunity. 

• To provide appropriate provision to ensure that children with SEND can have full access to the curriculum subjects.  

• To partake in continuous monitoring of the progress of all children to aid in identification of SEND and ensure that 
children with SEND have the correct support and provision in place to reach their potential.  

• To have high expectations for all children and give every child the opportunity to experience success in their learning.  

• To work in collaboration with the Local-Authority and other outside agencies such as Speech therapists, Inclusion 
services and Children’s Health and Social Care services to support the needs of individual children and families.  

• To have regular contact with parents/carers about their child’s progress and provision and to ensure that we are 
working together to support the child.  

• Ensure that all educators have access to high quality CPD to support all children and provide quality first teaching and 
learning in the classroom.  



 
 

 

What are Special Educational Needs? 
 

 

‘A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has 

a learning difficulty of disability if they: 

 

a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; 
or 

 

b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided 
for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 

 

A child under compulsory school age has special educational need if they fall within the definition (a) or (b) above, or would 
do so if special educational provision was not made for them (Clause 20 Children and Families Bill)  
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What are the areas of SEND? 
 

 

 

 

Communication and interaction needs 

Those with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) cover the whole 
ability range. They find it more difficult to communicate with others. They may have 
problems taking part in conversations, either because they find it difficult to 
understand what others say or because they have difficulties with fluency and 
forming sounds, words and sentences. It may be that when they hear or see a word 
they are not able to understand its meaning, leading to words being used incorrectly 
in or out of context and the child having a smaller vocabulary. It may be a 
combination of these problems. Children may be identified as having Developmental 
Language Disorder (DLD). For some children and young people, difficulties may 
become increasingly apparent as the language they need to understand and use 
becomes more complex. 

This often includes children with Autism 

 

 

 

Cognition and learning needs 

Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties 
(MLD), severe (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum. 
Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This 
encompasses a range of conditions such as Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, and Developmental 
Coordination Disorder (DLD) formally referred to as Dyspraxia. 

 

 

 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

Children may experience a wide range or social and emotional difficulties. These may include 
becoming withdrawn, isolated as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing 
behaviour. Other children may have disorders such as ADHD or attachment disorder.  
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Sensory and/or physical needs 

These include vision impairment, hearing impairment or multi-sensory impairment 
which will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning. Some 
children with a physical disability require ongoing support and equipment to access all 
the opportunities available to their peers. It also includes children with medical needs.  

 

 
 

What is a disability? 
 

 

You’re disabled under the Equality Act 2010 if you have a physical or mental impairment 
that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily 

activities. 

 
A physical or mental impairment includes: learning difficulties including specific learning 

difficulties; medical conditions including epilepsy, diabetes, more severe forms of asthma and 
eczema; autism; speech, language and communication impairments. 

If the impairment has a substantial and long-term effect on a person’s ability to carry out normal 
day-to-day activities it may amount to a disability. 

Please see our Accessibility plan on our school website for more detail on how we ensure 
all children are catered for.  

 

 

 

 

 
    

What school policies are in place to further support my child with SEND? 

 



 

 

These policies have been written to further support your child within school. 
They are available to read on the school website under ‘Policies’. 

• SEND local offer Policy 

• Behaviour Policy 

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

• Intimate Care Policy 

• Accessibility Policy 

• E-Safety & Acceptable use Policy 

• Equality Policy 

Who will support pupils with SEND in school? 
Everyone in school will support children with SEND, however the following people have identified roles and responsibilities 

 

 

SENCO (Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator) / Inclusion manager  

Lindsey Bown  

 

A SENCO is a qualified teacher who’s responsible for leading the school’s provision for 
special educational needs and the support offered to students with SEN (special educational 
needs) – which can be disorders like autism, dyslexia and ADHD. 

The SENCO works closely with other staff within the school, parents and external 
professionals to develop, implement and monitor individual support and learning plans for 
students with special educational needs. 

As Inclusion Manager, Lindsey Bown has responsibility for children with SEND and those 
experiencing SEMH needs who may be supported  by the learning mentor. 

Learning mentor  

Stephanie Potton 

 

Learning Mentors provide guidance and support to young people and children who have 
difficulty learning because of emotional, social or behavioural problems. A good learning 
mentor can help students overcome the problems that impact their learning. 
 
The SENCO and learning mentor work closely together.  

Headteacher  

Leila Rothenburg 

Responsible for overseeing the provision for children with SEND.  

SEND Governor 

Kim Hindle 

 

The SEND governor has a statutory duty to ensure that the school follows its responsibilities 
to meet the needs of children with SEND inline with guidance from the SEND code of 
Practise 2014.  
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Class teachers 

 

 

 

Each class teacher is responsible for: 

• The progress and development of every pupil in their class including those with 
SEND. 

• Monitoring the progress of SEND children in their class 

• Working closely with Learning Support Assistants to plan and assess the impact of 
support and interventions. 

• To proactively communicate with the SENCO and parents/carers to discuss each 
childs progress and development and decide on any changes needed to provision. 

• Ensure they follow the SEND policy. 

 

How will Rothwell Primary School identify and assess pupils with SEND needs? 



 

 

During their time in school, your child may be identified as having a special educational need if 
they are struggling to develop age appropriate skills, or they have identified needs which impact 

on their ability to learn in the classroom environment. Teachers will speak to parents about 
initial concerns, and follow conversations had with the SENCo if there are concerns about a 

child’s progress or think a child has specific needs. The class teacher alongside the SENCo will 
then arrange a meeting with parents to discuss school’s concerns. With parental permission the 
child may then be referred to a specialist agency for further assessment and may be placed on 

the SEND Register. 

Pupils needs should be identified, assessed and met as early as possible through: 

• analysis of data including entry profiles, Foundation Stage Profile scores, BSquared 
assessment data, phonics screening, and other whole school pupil progress data  

• tracking individual children’s progress over time  

• classroom based assessment and monitoring arrangements. (Using the Plan Do 
Review cycle.) 

• referrals from parents and carers 

• liaison with feeder nurseries on transfer 

• information from previous schools 

• information from other services 

• feedback from teaching and learning staff, including work sampling and 
observations; 

• evidence from interventions and school based support plans/provision not showing 
expected impact; 

• advice, observations and assessments carried out by external professionals including 
Speech and Language therapists, the Health team, the SENIT team and Educational 
Psychologists 

What should you do if you think your child has a special education need? 

 

 
 

If you feel that your child may have SEND then you should ask to speak to your child’s class teacher 
and make an appointment where you can discuss your concerns in more detail. Your child’s class 
teacher may also feel that it would be helpful to have the SENCo (Mrs Bown) at the meeting. At 
the meeting we will problem solve to see what we need to do next. 



 

 

For more advice, you can contact ‘Leeds Special Educational Needs and Disability Information 
Advice Support Service (SENDIASS). This team offer information and advice for parents/carers, 
children and young people with Special Education Needs. 

Website: sendiass.leeds.gov.uk 

Telephone: 0113 378 5020 

If your address is part of a different authority, SENIDASS will have a separate service for your local area. 

 

For further advice, you can also contact ‘SEND Navigators’ who are the first point of contact for 
parents and carers who are not sure who they need to support them, where to go for help or just 
want to ask a questions about SEND support in Leeds. SEND Navigators support those who have 
children aged 4-11 with neurodiverse needs who do not currently have an Education Health Care 
Plan. 

What are the different types of support available for children at Rothwell Primary School? 

Following the SEN Code of Practice, the school uses a graduated approach when meeting the needs of children with SEND. For many children, simple 
adaptations to quality first teaching can make a significant impact on removing the barriers to their learning. With these changes in place, they are soon 
able to catch up with their peers and make expected levels of progress. In school we call this ‘differentiating the curriculum’. Your child’s class teacher 
will be doing this on a daily basis through quality first teaching in order to ensure that all the children in the class can make the most of the learning 
experiences presented. For some children this may not be enough to help them make expected progress and they may need something which is 
‘additional to and different from’ from that which is normally provided for all children. Please see the different Waves of support. 

 

 

Wave 1 Teaching: 

Whole class teacher input 

Quality first teaching forms the basis of provision for all children. It is quality, inclusive 
teaching which takes into account the learning needs of all the children in the classroom. This 
includes providing differentiated work and creating an inclusive learning environment. 
Lessons are correctly pitched to allow all children to make progress from their individual 
starting points.  

 



 

Wave 2 Provision: 

Specific, additional small group work 

Children who require additional support have these needs met through a graduated 
framework of carefully planned interventions and support. Wave 2 interventions are often 
targeted at a group of pupils with similar needs. These interventions will be done in or outside 
the classroom by a teacher or teaching assistant that has had relevant training to lead the 
session. Each session is planned to meet the specific needs of the children and evaluations 
are used to record progress and effectiveness of this focused learning. 

 

 

Wave 3 External Support: 

Individual support 

For some children, school support may not be enough and with your agreement, school will 
make the decision to increase the level of support provided. For example, providing children 
with a personalised curriculum to meet their specific needs on a 1:1 basis. This type of support 
is available to children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through 
whole class teaching or group interventions. 

 

What services and expertise are available or accessed by Rothwell Primary School to support us 
with our approach to teaching pupils with SEND? 

 

In partnership with parents, if it is agreed your child needs some extra specialist support 
from a professional outside the school, there are a range of services that we may seek 
advice from: 

- Complex Needs Service:  Special Educational Needs Inclusion team (CNS SENIT) 

- STARS Autism Teachers. (The SENCo is also the lead practitioner in school trained by 
the STARS team.) 

- Educational Psychology team 

- Speech and language therapy (SALT). We currently work alongside SUNRISE Speech 
and Language Therapy, but can also gain support via the NHS service. 

- Mindmate SPA. 

- School Nursing team 

- Area Inclusion Partnership team 

- Physiotherapists 



- Occupational Therapists 

- Health and Safety team 

- Access team 

- Family support workers (accessed through the cluster referral) 

- Children’s counselling (accessed through the cluster referral) 

 

How will my child’s learning needs be assessed, and their progress monitored? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The School has a rigorous programme for assessing children’s learning. Some assessment takes 
place at the end of specific pieces of work to inform teacher’s planning of the children’s next steps 
in learning. Also, on-going assessments take place on a daily/regular basis to ensure that the 
opportunities presented to children are appropriate and give them the chance to succeed. The 
same systems and procedures are in place for children with special educational needs. In some 
instances additional assessments may be appropriate for children with special educational needs 
in order to determine their strengths and areas for development. If your child is not accessing the 
National Curriculum, an alternative assessment tool is used which shows their progress in more 
detail and will also show smaller but significant steps of progress. For children who still need to 
take small steps in their learning when accessing the National Curriculum, B-Squared Progression 
Steps assessment materials are used to measure their progress. However, if it is felt that 
something more specialised is required then the relevant service could be contacted to discuss 
this. 

At the end Year 6 all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard Assessment 
Tests (SATs). This is something that the Government requires all schools to do and the results are 
published nationally at the end of each academic year. Some children on the SEND register, may 
be allowed extra time and /or additional support to access these assessments. 

All pupils at Rothwell Primary have aspirational targets. Where relevant children are engaged in 
the discussions relating to how much progress they feel they have made.  

In addition to this… 

• Parents are invited to meetings, which include the scheduled parent 
consultation meetings twice a year. There are also regular discussions/feedback 
meetings arranged so that we are able to share and talk about progress made. 
Assessments on how the children are doing come from a whole range of 
sources of evidence, including work carried out in sessions and learning 



observations made. Parents are also welcome to ask for additional meetings to 
discuss progress or concerns. 

 

• For children that have an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) or who receive 
additional top up funding due to their special educational need, there are 
formal review meetings with parents. Any involved professionals are invited 
also, and their work and reports shared and discussed. Parents are very much 
involved and asked to contribute in these sessions. 

 

• For many children working towards the expected standards in learning, they 
may be given an Individual Education Plan (IEP) that sets them personalised targets 
to combat any barriers to learning. Children’s targets will be set and formally 
reviewed each term. 

 

• There is ongoing pupil voice monitoring and feedback, where staff talk with 
pupils about how they feel they are progressing, what they are getting better at 
and what their next steps are.  

 

How will Rothwell Primary evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for pupils with special 
educational needs? 

 

 

 
 

• The Senior Leadership team, which includes the Special Educational Needs Coordinator 
will ensure that quality planning and differentiation is in place and that progress is 
regularly tracked and updated. This will be done by completing progress meetings to 
check children are progressing against national curriculum objectives and personalised 
learning targets, completing book scrutiny’s, classroom observations and by tracking the 
progress made by intervention groups. 

• Regular meetings between teachers and SENCO to discuss and evaluate current 
provision and make adaptations based on findings. 

• Pupil interviews to find out the child’s opinion. 

• Progress and evaluation is reported to the Governor with responsibility for SEND. 

 

 

What approaches and adaptations are made to the Rothwell Primary curriculum and the learning 



environment of pupils with special educational needs? 
 

 

 

 

Our topic based curriculum is designed to engage different learning styles, which allows for 
personalised learning and gives opportunities for learners to think for themselves, be 
independent and take responsibility.  

Our curriculum provision and learning environment is further adapted by: 

 

• arranging groupings that target specific levels of progress, and includes SMART 
objectives (taken from the National Curriculum and B Squared Progression 
Frameworks) 

 

• differentiated resources and teaching strategies – including the use of visuals 
supports and prompts 

 

• additional adult support to ensure pupils can access the learning at the stage 
they are at. 

 

• when appropriate, children may follow a personalised 1:1 curriculum which is 
planned to specifically cater for their learning needs.  

 

We have a continuum of support to allow teachers to identify which adaptation may support 
individuals in their classroom. 

 

We have an accessibility friendly school building - all main entrances allow for disabled access, 
we also have disabled toilet facilities. Please see our accessibility plan on the school website. 
All lighting is on a sensor system and is responsive to movement. We are also keen to utilise 
other resources offered by specialist support services, if and when needed. 

 

What support is available for improving the Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) of pupils with 
special educational needs at Rothwell Primary School? 

 

 Pupils are well supported by: 
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• We are a Thrive school. Thrive is a therapeutic approach to help support children with 
their emotional and social development. The Thrive approach offers practical strategies 
and techniques and is built around online assessments which identify children's 
emotional development and provides action plans for their individual needs. Children 
may receive regular 1:1 Thrive session with Miss Robinson or Miss Potton. 

• Personal, Social and Health Education scheme of work and provision, including regular 
circle time. This includes the use of MindMate sessions, PSHE and Me and Jigsaw. 

• Social, Emotional and Mental Health support that provides programmes such as nurture 
groups, anger management, self-esteem building, friendship groups, and bereavement 
support. Children will also work closely with Mrs Bown the SENCo and Miss Potton our 
learning mentor. 

• Targeted support for individual pupils, including utilising external professionals through 
the Cluster guidance and support network 

• Personalised programmes and Social, Emotional and Mental Health targets to meet both 
individual and group needs e.g. Life skills group. 

• An anti-bullying policy and systems 

 

 

• In school, we follow the ‘The Zones of Regulation’ framework and curriculum which 
teaches students the skills to develop strategies and build awareness of their feelings 
and how their body feels when experiencing different emotions. We give children the 
knowledge and develop a range of tools and strategies for self-regulation.  

• The Zones of Regulation provides a common language and compassionate framework 
to support positive mental health and skill development for all, while serving as an 
inclusion strategy for neurodiverse learners, those who have experienced trauma, 
and/or have specific needs in terms of social, emotional, and behavioral development. 

• The terminology and lessons within the Zones of Regulation, is used across school from 
Reception through to Year 6. However, some children who need more focussed 
learning and support may receive Zones of Regulation as a small group intervention.  

Does my child need an EHCP and what is this? 

 Rothwell Primary School will strive to meet the needs of every pupil with additional needs using the 
graduated approach. For the majority of children, actions taken using this graduated approach often 
mean that they begin to make expected levels of progress. If this is the case, then school, following 
discussions with parents, may decide to continue to monitor your child or even decide that he/she 
no longer needs any additional support because they are making good progress. Only a very small 



 
 

  

percentage of children require support of an additional nature beyond this. If this is the case, then 
the class teacher, SENCO or Headteacher may discuss submitting an application for an Educational 
Health Care Plan assessment. 

This assessment involves a process of gathering information from the relevant people or agencies, 
including the views, interests and aspirations of the parents and child or young person. 
The needs assessment will help to determine whether we need to make additional provision through 
an EHCP. These plans replace statements of SEN and Learning Difficulty Assessments (LDAs) for 
children and young people with the most complex needs, from birth up to the age 25. 
When deciding whether to issue an EHCP the local authority will take into account whether the 
needs of the child or young person can reasonably be met from resources normally available 
to settings. An EHC assessment will not always lead to an EHC plan. However it may help to decide 
how the education setting can meet the child or young person’s needs without an EHCP. 

It should not take more than 20 weeks from requesting an assessment to a final EHCP being issued. 

What are the names and contact details of Rothwell Primary’s Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator, and 
the name and contact details of Rothwell Primary’s Special Educational Needs Governor? 

 

 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator / Inclusion Manager:  Mrs Lindsey Bown 

School Telephone Number (0113) 3862570 

 

Special Educational Needs Governor – Kim Hindle 

 

What are the arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational needs in a transfer between phases 
of school, or across settings? 

 We know that times of change and transition for children with SEND can sometimes be difficult. 
We take steps to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible – whether that is moving into 
a new Key Stage, Phase or Year group. 

We also acknowledge that students may need support to transition between class teachers / staff 
in school. For this, we use a Pupil Passport, which gives detail to the child’s likes / dislikes / learning 
strategies etc. These are updated termly to ensure they are a current reflection of provision. 

 

In school transitions: 
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• Children have the opportunity to spend additional and personalised transition time in their 
new class/setting during the last half term in Summer. 

• In depth transition meetings are held between the old and new class teacher. 

• Previous work and learning levels as well as personal targets will be shared with the new 
teacher. 

• Any specialist resources will also be discussed and passed on including pupil passports 

 

 High school transitions: 

• Where possible, your child will visit their new school on several occasions.  

• A suitable transition plan will be put in place which details the support your child needs. 

• If needed, your child may do focussed learning about aspects of transition to further 
support their needs. 

• If children have additional / complex needs, but do not require an EHCP, we may arrange 
for both schools to meet to arrange a formal transition plan outlining the provision and 
support the individual child would need to be successful. This may or may not be 
supported by the educational psychologist.  

• Pupil passports will be updated and passed on. 

Transitions to another school: 

• When children move to another setting, the SENCo ensures that any involved 
professionals are fully informed, and that all records are completely up to date, and 
comprehensive, before being safely, securely and rapidly passed on. 

 

Any arrangements made by Rothwell Primary’s governing body to the treatment of complaints from parents 
of pupils with special educational needs concerning the provision made at the school. 

 

 

Please see the complaints policy located on the schools website. 

 

 

  

 

Where can I find the details of support services for the parents of pupils with Special Educational Needs and 



information on where the Leeds City Council local authority’s SEN Local Offer is published. 
 

 

Parents that feel the need to seek further advice and information about relevant support 
services are always signposted to the appropriate external agencies and professionals. Rothwell 
Primary will also try to support parents in any referral applications. 

 

• On here, there is information and advice for parents regarding the wider Leeds City 
Council SEN Local offer, where there is a comprehensive range of sources of support. 

• https://leedslocaloffer.org.uk/ 
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